Irene Harmonson
October 1, 1920 - February 27, 2019

IRENE HARMONSON, 98 of Ogallala, passed away Wednesday, February 27, 2019, at
Great Plains Health in North Platte.
Irene was born October 1, 1920, at Big Springs, Nebraska to Niels (Mike) and Glyde
(Polley) Nielson. She graduated from Oshkosh High School with the class of 1936. Irene
subsequently became a teacher and did so for many years, often in one-room rural school
houses.
Irene married Ralph Harmonson on February 10, 1940. Their union was blessed with a
daughter, Carolyn. Irene and Ralph worked in ranching for many years together, with Irene
supporting Ralph and his team by providing meals in a chuckwagon. In 1949, the couple
moved to Ogallala where Ralph owned a cattle trucking business and Irene worked at the
Ogallala Livestock Auction. Later Irene opened a fabric shop, and another in North Platte.
She owned Irene's Fabric Shop for twelve years, eventually selling the business and
opening The Linen Shop & Sewing Machine Center. She opened a corresponding store,
The Bath & Linen Shoppe, in North Platte shortly thereafter. Irene's energy and vibrancy
were apparent to those who spent much time with her. She was a wealth of ideas and
worked tirelessly to see them come to fruition. Whether it was promoting her business, the
community, or serving her church, Irene was passionate about the things she loved. Irene
created an event known as the Fashion Fabricanza, which was a retail event that brought
many people to Ogallala over the two years she orchestrated it and was even featured in
a couple of magazines. Perhaps her most well-known promotional brainchild was
Fantasyland, which was a holiday attraction that drew over 20,000 people to town over the
years.
Irene was the originator of the Chuck Wagon Breakfast, which took place during the Keith
County Fair and Rodeo and is a tradition that continues today. She was also the first
woman nominated to the Ogallala Chamber of Commerce board of directors, twice serving
as president of the Women's Division of the Chamber. She was also honored as the
Nebraska State Retailer of the Year in 1980. The very next year, Irene was honored with

the Ogallala Business & Professional Women's "Woman of Achievement Award." Most
recently, Irene had been the recipient of the "Woman of the Rose" honor from the Ogallala
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority.
As time passed, Irene's priorities changed, but her passion didn't. She steadily became
more active in her church, which became a very significant part of her life. She created the
Ogallala United Methodist Church event known as Fun Fest, which has been an annual
occurrence over the last ten years. She was also a mainstay in the kitchen for countless
church dinners over the years.
Irene lived a unique and remarkable life that was a special blessing to her family. She was
a bright and shining example of so many things: love, work ethic, passion, faith, and
creativity. Irene's presence will indeed be missed, but the light she brought into this life will
be cherished and celebrated.
Irene was preceded in death by her husband, Ralph; three brothers, Arley, Glenn, and an
infant brother; four sisters, Iona Schaffer, Ilene Wolford, Rosie Zorn, and Esther Norwood.
Survivors include her daughter, Carolyn Ross of North Platte; two granddaughters, Brenda
(Tony) Ketcham of Ogallala and Lisa (Jeff) Morris of Centennial, CO; four greatgrandchildren, Abigail Ketcham of Central Point, OR, Maddie Ketcham of Ogallala, Ellie
Morris and Carson Morris both of Centennial, CO; two sisters, Inez Cohen of Beaverton,
OR and Gladys (Larry) Benzing of Longview, TX; and many nieces and nephews.
Memorials are suggested to the First United Methodist Church in Ogallala. Condolences
can be shared at prairiehillsfuneralhome.com. A live stream of the service can be viewed
at methodistchurchogallala.com.
Funeral services will be Thursday, March 7, 2019 at 10:30a.m. at the First United
Methodist Church in Ogallala with Rev. Chuck Rager officiating. Burial will be in the
Ogallala Cemetery.
Visitation will be Wednesday, from 1:00p.m. to 6:00p.m. at Prairie Hills Funeral Home.
Prairie Hills Funeral Home of Ogallala, NE is in charge of arrangements.

Events
MAR
6

Visitation

01:00PM - 06:00PM

Prairie Hills Funeral Home
602 North Spruce Street, Ogallala, NE, US, 69153

MAR
7

Funeral

10:30AM

First United Methodist Church
421 North Spruce Street, Ogallala, NE, US, 69153

Comments

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jason Tickle - May 08, 2019 at 02:43 PM

“

Carolyn and family, I remember your mother well .it was her smile that was always
there. When I would go to the sale barn with Karen Speck your mother was so nice.
I did not know of all she did with her life since I moved from the Ogallala area.
You were so bless to have her with you for all those years. What wonderful
memories.
Helen Hoben Welsh.

Helen Welsh - March 13, 2019 at 08:10 PM

“

Click the link below to watch the slideshow:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/99SLDMWTJX7NXHWD

Jason Tickle - March 12, 2019 at 12:29 PM

“

20 files added to the album Memories Album

Norma Jean - March 10, 2019 at 05:22 PM

“

When we first moved to Ogalllala I was struck with the knowledge that one woman
was the driving force behind almost every event, promotion, etc. being held. That
woman was Irene. She will be missed by the whole community. Our sincere
sympathy to Carolyn, Brenda, Lisa and families. Ruth and Cliff Hermance

Ruth Hermance - March 06, 2019 at 06:20 PM

“

IRENE WAS A VERY KIND LADY. SHE ALWAYS HAD A SMILE ON HER FACE.
SHE WILL TRULY BE MISSED.
SO VERY SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS.
LOVE,
JOHN AND SHEILA TURNER

JOHN AND SHEILA TURNER - March 05, 2019 at 02:36 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Irene Harmonson.

March 05, 2019 at 11:08 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Irene Harmonson.

March 04, 2019 at 11:30 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all. We are so blessed to have been able to
spend time with Aunt Irene twice last year! We will miss hear dearly.
Ardella and Michelle.

Ardella Norwood - March 04, 2019 at 06:20 PM

“

Click on the link below to watch Irene's Tribute Slideshow:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/99SLDMWTJX7NXHWD
...

Jason Tickle - March 03, 2019 at 11:26 PM

“

Love, Sherri and Dave purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of Irene
Harmonson.

Love, Sherri and Dave - March 03, 2019 at 05:26 PM

“

Prayers and sympathy to Carolyn Brenda and Lisa and children. Irene was such an
amazing lady. She and Ralph were some of the first people I met when we moved to
Ogallala. I actually bought my material for all the bridesmaids dresses for my
wedding from her In 1971. Then when I started teaching they took care of all the
wonderful Elna sewing machines. Her active place in the community gave us so
much. Irene loved her church and church family as we loved her. She was always a
leader. A lady who got things done. She will be missed.

Mary - March 03, 2019 at 02:33 PM

“

My condolences go out to the family and especially Carolyn. My prayers are with you
all.

Janie Garska - March 03, 2019 at 01:55 PM

“

Irene was one of the most charitable and happy lady. Her enthusiasm will be missed.
She was a matriarch in the Nielson family. Her many talents will be missed and the
Friday morning visits at the beauty shop! RIP IRENE

Mitch and Diane Brueggeman - March 02, 2019 at 01:56 AM

“

Irene was my dad Don Nielson's first cousin. I'm so glad I got to meet Irene last year
at her sister Inez's birthday party here in Oregon. She seemed a truly lovely woman,
with a wonderful family who I'm sure will miss her very much.
Sharon Barnes
Stayton, Oregon

Sharon Barnes - March 01, 2019 at 03:21 PM

“

Irene was a dynamo and made things happen. She would often visit with me about various
projects and how to make them even better the next time around. She inspired me often
with her drive, and graciousness. I will miss our conversations. Buddy Paulsen
Buddy Paulsen - March 02, 2019 at 02:35 PM

“

Dear Carolyn, Brenda and Lisa--we join with all that will miss Irene and all her gifts to life in
Ogallala. There are very few people that are identified with only their first name. When a
task needed to be done and the call was "Call Irene" we knew who to call and we knew that
she would help. Love Donna and Mel Messersmith.
Donna Messersmith - March 05, 2019 at 11:21 AM

