James Marvin
September 4, 1940 - April 6, 2019

JAMES FRANCIS MARVIN, 78 of Ogallala, passed away Saturday, April 6, 2019, at Great
Plains Health in North Platte.
Jim was born September 4, 1940, at Barberton, Ohio to Verl and Evelyn (Bush) Marvin.
The family relocated to Manchester, Ohio, where Jim graduated from high school in 1958.
He went on to attend Kent State University, majoring in Industrial Arts. He also played the
baritone horn in the marching band. Jim completed his education at Akron University to be
closer to his sweetheart, now known as his wife.
It was in Manchester, where Jim met the love of his life, Judith Anne Thomas. While the
two unwittingly attended several of the same youth events, it wasn't until a fateful game of
baseball and a blind date that the two would share the spark that ultimately kindled their
56 years of marriage, which began on October 20, 1962. Jim and Judy were blessed with
three daughters along the way, Renee, Jennifer, and Leslie. Jim and Judy first made their
home in Barberton, Ohio where their first two daughters, Renee and Jennifer were born.
Jim was a bricklayer by trade, and his work would eventually take him to Colorado, where
he spent a great deal of his career. The family relocated to Bailey, CO in 1970, where he
built a house that was adorned with hand-selected Moss Rock that he and his girls
fastidiously collected from the area. Soon after, they were blessed with their third
daughter, Leslie.
Jim also enjoyed ranching and was a true cowboy. He later owned the 8 Mile Ranch which
was located in South Park, CO where he enjoyed being outside, tending to his cattle,
training his own horses and watching the large elk herds resting in the front yard. During
this time, Jim continued his bricklaying, spending many years in Breckenridge, CO,
helping build it into the town you see today. For a short time, his work would take him to
Buena Vista, CO, and Port Orchard, WA before eventually moving to Ogallala in June of
2018 to be closer to family.

Jim was an attentive and accomplished bricklayer, with his "little monuments" baring the
signature of a perfectionist. He was also a gifted musician and had an eclectic taste, which
he shared with his family. Jim was an avid reader enjoying books about the local history of
the places he has lived as well as poetry, taking a particular liking to the literary works of
Robert Frost and Henry Longfellow.
Jim enjoyed fishing and crabbing. He even built himself a boat by hand, which he enjoyed
taking out for water skiing. Jim had a love of animals, particularly horses, his Airedale
terriers, and even made room in his heart for a solicitous pet rooster along the way.
As sure a perfectionist as Jim was, perhaps his most excellent task was the way he loved
his family. His wife, children, and grandchildren were cherished unceasingly; and in a
beautiful way, that love was measured back to him.
Jim was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Eugene Paul; sister Deborah Lee.
Survivors include his wife, Judy of Ogallala; three daughters, Renee (Jeff) Meyer of
Ogallala; Jennifer Marvin-Vialle of Paris, FR; Leslie (Chris) Vinderslev of Wessington
Springs, SD; eight grandchildren, Jeremy (Cari) Meyer, Mia Angelo, Andrew (Becky)
Meyer, Cameron Pruitt, Chloe Pruitt, Wyatt Stevens, Rylie Stevens, Brock Stevens; greatgrandson, Sasha; and siblings, Albert Marvin and Anthony Marvin.
Memorials are suggested to Shriner's Hospital. Condolences can be shared at
prairiehillsfuneralhome.com. A live stream of the service can be viewed at
methodistchurchogallala.com.
Memorial services will be on Saturday, April 13, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. at the First United
Methodist Church in Ogallala with Reverend Chuck Rager officiating. Jim's cremains will
be scattered by his family at a later date.
Prairie Hills Funeral Home of Ogallala is in charge of arrangements.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jason Tickle - May 08, 2019 at 12:42 PM

“

I’m sorry to hear about your loss, Jim was a good man. Neil admired his knowledge
of being a mason , and we appreciated him as his boss . He will be missed! god
bless you and your entire family .

chris henze - May 07, 2019 at 11:28 PM

“

16 files added to the album Memories Album

Norma Jean - April 13, 2019 at 11:16 PM

“

I’m so sorry ReNee and your Family to hear about your Dad !!! He’s in a much better
place !! My Prayers to you all
The Hopken Family Terry Ada Michelle and JoAnna

Ada Hopken - April 13, 2019 at 06:59 PM

“

Jim Marvin was beloved friend and mentor for me.
Over the years I knew him, I grew to admire him more with each passing. His
strength and fortitude was surpassed by none. If this world had more residents like
Jim it would be a better place for all.
He had many talents. He was a master mason. I worked with Jim on a number of
projects and always enjoyed having him as my partner. I learned from Jim and I
value that experience. He was tough. I worked with him the day a big stone broke his
foot in 5 places. I witnessed the incident. Jim worked for about 5 hours with that
injury until the day ended.
He told me later that he had to cut his boot off of his foot. If you knew Jim you would
have known that Jim liked good footwear and always took good care of them. I think
ruining those boots hurt him worse than the broken foot. No one knew the extent of
that injury when we were working because him never complained about the injury.
The stone bridge in his memorial video is where that happened.
I’ll miss him for the remainder of my days and will always value the time that I had
with him. Jim filled a void inside of me that resulted from the loss of my own dad and
uncles that I so loved. With his passing I feel that void again. God bless your soul
Jim. RIP my dear friend. Sincere condolences to Judy, you girls and extended family.

Jim Martin - April 13, 2019 at 03:23 PM

“

Thinking of you, dear Judy, and your girls, as you have the memorial service for your
beloved husband, Jim. We were so blessed by your friendship, and fellowship in our
Discovery Baptist Church family, and will always treasure those precious memories
of our times together. Jim was an amazing man with many talents and skills, and a
generous heart. We will miss him until we meet again in Heaven. May the peace of
our Lord Jesus be your comfort now and in the days ahead. Because He lives, we
can face tomorrow.
We love you and keep you in our prayers. Al and Cheryl
Rogers

Cheryl - April 13, 2019 at 01:12 PM

“

Judy, we were so sorry to hear about Jim' s death. Our condolences to you and all of
your family.
We often think about the wonderful visit we had with you in Colorado--I wish we
could have gotten together more often.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Charolet and Roger

Charolet Hostettler - April 12, 2019 at 06:36 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of James Marvin.

April 12, 2019 at 04:55 PM

“

We did'nt get to get to know Jim for very long. We enjoyed seeing them at church
and spending time with him and Judy. We are grateful we got to meet ReNae and
Leslie . We want you all to know that our prayers are with you during this time of
sorrow. May God be with you. His Servants, Bobby and Lin Brueggeman

Bobby & Lin Brueggeman - April 12, 2019 at 12:16 PM

“

Jackie Marvin and daughters Darla,Gwen and Rhonda purchased the Emerald
Garden Basket for the family of James Marvin.

Jackie Marvin and daughters Darla,Gwen and Rhonda - April 10, 2019 at 08:28 PM

“

Click on the link below to watch Jim's Tribute Slideshow:
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/58JHLH57KXQG42NX
...

Jason Tickle - April 10, 2019 at 06:08 PM

“

What a beautiful tribute! Was there anything he couldn't do? We were so blessed by a
wonderful friendship with Jim and Judy when they lived here in Port Orchard, WA, and
were a dear part of our church family. Jim, you will be missed, but we'll see you again on
the Other Side. Our prayers are with you, Judy and all your family. May God bless you with
His comfort and peace. We love you. Al and Cheryl Rogers
Cheryl Rogers - April 10, 2019 at 11:42 PM

“

“

Wonderful tribute to your husband, father and grandfather!
June Vinderslev - April 11, 2019 at 12:40 AM

Wayne and I thought so much of Jim. We shared a lot of experiences in 4H, ranching
and just living in South Park. Wayne always commented that Jim loved to talk on the
phone. There were no 1 minute phone calls with him. He genuinely wanted to
connect with his friends, share his life and know what was going on in the lives of his
friends.

Sharon Morris - April 10, 2019 at 01:59 PM

“

So very sorry for the families loss. I lived in Bailey until 1980. I knew Renee and
Jennifer. My maiden name was St. Ores. With sympathy,
Cindy Sederlin.

cindy sederlin - April 09, 2019 at 11:43 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of James Marvin.

April 09, 2019 at 10:33 PM

“

Sympathy Chocolates was purchased for the family of James Marvin.

April 09, 2019 at 10:51 AM

